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Program of the Swiss Public Health Conference 2024 
Strengthening the Culture of Health Monitoring 

Tuesday, 3 September 2024 

Time Subject Speaker 

9:00  Reception and Registration  

9:30  Opening 

Thomas Steffen, President, Swiss Society for Public 
Health (ger) 

Katharina Fromm, Rector, University of Fribourg (ger/fr) 

10:00  

Keynote Session I 

Health Surveillance: What Governance for what Needs? 

Chair: Stéphane Cullati, Senior Lecturer, University of 
Fribourg 

What are the Needs? 
Arnaud Chiolero, Professor, Population Health Laboratory 
(#PopHealthLab), University of Fribourg (fr)  
 
Learning from the Pandemic 
Laetitia Huiart, Scientific Director, Public Health France, 
Paris (fr) 
 
Local Observation for Better Information 
Luc Fornerod, Director, Valais Health Observatory (fr)  

11:15  Break  

11:45  Parallel Sessions I See separate Program 

13:00  Lunch  

13:45  «Poster Flash»  

14:30  Parallel Sessions II See separate Program 

15:45 Break  

16.15  

Keynote Session II 

Legal and Social Challenges of Health Monitoring 

Chair: Marco D'Angelo, Vice Director, Head of Health and 
Social Services Division, Federal Statistical Office 

Sharing is Caring? Legal Issues of Monitoring  
Mélanie Levy, Assistant Professor, Co-Director Health Law 
Institute, University of Neuchâtel (fr) 
 
The Social and Political Stakes of Surveillance 
Claudine Burton-Jeangros, Professor, Department of 
Sociology, University of Geneva (fr) 
 
PatBox.ch – The Reporting Platform for Patients and their 
Relatives: Insights from the First Year  
Annemarie Fridrich, Director, Swiss Patient Safety 
Foundation (ger) 

17:30  SPHD Award & best PhD Abstract Award  

18:00  Aperitif  

19:00 Evening Program  

         ger/fr → eng  
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Wednesday, 4 September 2024 

Time Subject Speaker 

8:30  Reception and Registration  

9:00  Welcome Words 
Philippe Demierre, State Councilor,  
Directorate of Health and Social Affairs, Canton Fribourg (fr) 

9:15  

Keynote Session III 

Data for Monitoring and Research 
Chair: Viktor von Wyl, Assistant Professor, University of 
Zurich 
 

Measuring the Exposome 
Nicole Probst-Hensch, Professor, Swiss TPH (ger) 
 
Cancer Surveillance in Switzerland 
Katharina Staehelin, Director, NICER and NACR (ger) 
 
Monitoring Mental Health in Ukraine 
Milo Puhan, Professor, Director EBPI, University of Zurich (ger) 

10:30  Break  

11:00  

Panel Discussion 

Chair: Corina Wirth, Director, Swiss Society for Public 
Health 

 
 

Monitoring of Health Inequalities: What for? 

Antoine Flahaut, Professor, Institute of Global Health, 
University of Geneva (fr) 
Laetitia Huiart, Scientific Director, Public Health France, 
Paris (fr) 
Thomas Plattner, Cantonal Physician, Canton of Fribourg (fr) 

12:00  Lunch  

13:00  «Poster Flash»  

13:30 Parallel Sessions III See separate Program 

14:45  Break  

15:15  

Keynote Session IV 

Monitoring the Health Care System 

Chair: Arnaud Chiolero, Professor, University of Fribourg 
(fr)  

 

Public Health Surveillance in the Age of AI 
Laura Rosella, Professor, University of Toronto, Canada (en) 
 
Atlas of Health Services 
Marcel Widmer, Director, OBSAN, Neuchâtel (ger/fr) 
 
An Atlas to Improve Health Care Quality? 
Christoph A. Meier, Director, Department of Internal Medicine, 
University Hospital Zurich (ger)  

16:30  Final Remarks & best Poster Award 
Corina Wirth, Director, Swiss Society for Public Health (ger) 

Antoine Flahault, Director, Swiss School of Public Health (fr) 

16:45  End of Conference  

          ger/fr → eng  


