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Lia Karsten is associate professor in Urban Geographies at the University of Amsterdam, the 

Netherlands. Her research interests include three interrelated topics: children’s geographies, 

changing family life and in/exclusion in public space. Over the last decade she published 

many articles and several books on changing childhoods, new forms of inequality and 

segregation, children’s wellbeing and urban policies to create child-friendly cities. Lia had 

visiting professorships in Uppsala, New York and Hong Kong. In January 2013 she received 

an honorary doctorate from the University of Uppsala. Since 2018 Lia is the president of the 

Scientific Program Committee of the Child in the City foundation.  
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